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City mulls ambitious South End plan 
Highway ‘cap' is one proposal as vision is crafted for prime tracts 

By Clay Barbour 
cbarbour@charlotteobserver.com 
Posted: Sunday, Aug. 10, 2008 

 

Development planning continues on high-profile parcels across the street from the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame construction site. (JONATHAN YOUNG - jyoung@charlott) 

Charlotte city leaders begin this week considering an ambitious plan for uptown redevelopment 
that could result in the creation of a massive highway cap stretching across Interstate 277. 

Starting Monday, officials are taking part in a series of closed-door sessions intended to iron 
out a plan for redeveloping a prime piece of uptown real estate. 

But one of the more provocative ideas leaders will discuss this week is the creation of a 
highway cap, essentially a large bridge that would connect uptown with South End. The land 
could be used for anything, from a hotel to a park to shops and restaurants. 

“This particular stretch of freeway is perfect for getting a cap,” Jim Schumacher, assistant city 
manager. “The highway is down in a trench, which makes it easier to build across.” 

The recent redesign of I-277 has left about 12 acres of available land just off the highway, on 
the southwest side of uptown. The five parcels sit in an area next to the NASCAR Hall of Fame
and just a few blocks from Bank of America Stadium and Time Warner Cable Arena. 

Already three parcels are under contract, and officials expect the others to follow quickly. 

“What we want is high-rise, high-density and high-quality,” Schumacher said. “The goal for that 
area is more activities, more people and more money coming into downtown.” 
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Carving the land out of the highway cost about $26 million. The city paid $21 million. The state 
paid the rest. 

Schumacher said selling all five parcels should net more than $60 million for the city, about 
$20 million of which will go toward the construction of the hall. 

So far Charlotte-based Lincoln Harris and Tidewater Partners/Prada have signed contracts. 
Michigan's Greenwood Development Co. is the other developer onboard. 

Lincoln Harris has agreed to pay $7 million for a 2.6-acre plot near South Davidson Street. A 
company spokesman said the company is in the design stage and not yet ready to discuss its 
plans. 

Tidewater and Greenwood did not return phone calls. Tidewater has agreed to pay $21.2 
million for 3.7 acres right across from the Hall of Fame. Greenwood is on the books for $28.3 
million for 5.3 acres across from the Charlotte Convention Center. 

Several cities have built highway caps with varying degrees of success. Seattle created one of 
the earliest when it built a park and convention center that covered three city blocks and 
stretched across Interstate 5. 

More recently Columbus, Ohio, spent about $7 million to build a 1-acre cap over Interstate 
670. The Union Street cap, as it is known, has become a retail destination, leading other cities 
in Ohio to consider similar construction. 

However, not all caps work exactly as planned. Phoenix's Margaret T. Hance Park, built atop 
Interstate 10, is not only home to parades and outdoor festivals, it is also a popular hangout for 
the homeless. 

This week's meetings will be between several Charlotte City Council members and a group of 
engineering consultants. It will include local business leaders and key city staffers. Officials are 
expected Thursday to announce their findings. 

Jim Kimbler, Charlotte's transportation planner, said the highway cap is just a “vision,” the idea 
for which dates back to the Center City 2010 plan. No money has been set aside for it, as of 
yet. 

“But this week we will be able to peel the onion back and look at the opportunities and 
challenges something like a cap would create,” he said.  
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The Charlotte Observer is pleased to be able to offer its users the opportunity to make 

Comments:  2     Showing:   

leonlreels wrote on 8/10/2008 12:36:37 PM:  

I really think this is a great plan that can actually work. The vision is there, now all 
that needs to happen is strong planning. I exhort city leaders and engineers to 
adopt a plan that takes Charlotte's future growth into account. Redevelopment in 
Charlotte's inner-city is robust but includes very little in the way of accommodating 
future traffic growth.  
 
Take SouthEnd's South Blvd. for example, with all the development going on, you 
would think the city or developer would ensure that South Blvd. can hold vehicular 
traffic the development is sure to generate. I have no idea why more isn't being 
done to enhance traffic flow by adding left turns or center turn lanes. If the highway 
cap is built, I implore the city to build the large structure wide enough to 
accommodate at least eight to ten lanes beneath it so the area doesn't become 
extremely clogged with stop-and-go traffic the area could produce. The idea: build 
not only for today, but for tomorrow as well. If we are to be a model for other cities, 
better planning is key. 
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swampfoxer wrote on 8/10/2008 10:04:17 AM:  

Once again, the Charlotte "vision" is a copy from what other cities have done. Hey, 
why don't you come up with something NO OTHER CITY HAS DONE? Be unique 
for once! Are there any true visionairies in this city? 
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comments and hold conversations online. However, the interactive nature of the internet 
makes it impracticable for our staff to monitor each and every posting. 

Since charlotteobserver.com does not control user submitted statements, we cannot promise 
that readers will not occasionally find offensive or inaccurate comments posted on our website. 
In addition, we remind anyone interested in making an online comment that responsibility for 
statements posted lies with the person submitting the comment, not The Charlotte Observer.  

If you find a comment offensive, clicking on the exclamation icon will flag the comment for 
review by the administrators, we are counting on the good judgment of all our readers to help 
us.  
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