
Third Ward Community Garden 
 
Third Ward is a diverse former streetcar neighborhood of urbanites, including singles, 
couples, families, retirees, and Johnson & Wales students.  Neighborhood leaders and 
residents are intent on building a community that works for everyone.   To foster 
community rapport, the neighborhood recently added a jewel to its green space amenities: 
the Third Ward Community Garden.   
 
The garden has become a gathering place that brings together young and not-so-young, 
the single and not-so-single and experienced and not-so-experienced gardeners.  
Residents are excited about the chance to grow their own produce where gardening 
know-how is not a prerequisite to participate. Local, organic garden veggies from an 
uptown urban community garden….doesn’t get more local or organic for these uptown 
residents!  The concept supports a healthy, urban lifestyle that’s sustainable.   
  
The Third Ward Neighborhood Association, Charlotte Center City Partners, and 
Mecklenburg County Parks and Recreation worked in partnership to bring the project to 
fruition.  The community garden was created on land adjacent to Frazier Park that 
Mecklenburg County Parks and Recreation owns.    
 
The 6,000 square feet site at the corner of Sycamore Street and 4th Street extension 
required little excavation.  It is relatively flat, gets terrific sun exposure, and already had 
access to water.   Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation Park Services department 
delivered compost and tilled the soil. Phil Kerr, Park and Recreation Maintenance 
Supervisor delivered additional compost and mulch, framed the beds, tilled the compost 
into the ground and added additional water faucets for easy access. This once vacant lot 
now features a wrought-iron fenced community garden with 15 lovely garden plots.  
“I am thrilled with the level of participation from neighborhood,” says Phil Kerr.  “The 
gardeners are a diverse group with varying levels of gardening expertise.  It’s such as 
wonderful experience to work with these neighbors…they do a terrific job tending their 
plots, sharing produce and keeping watch over the garden.” 
 
Early this spring, neighborhood gardeners worked together to prepare the gardens for 
planting.  They rolled up their sleeves, carried wheelbarrow after wheelbarrow of 
compost and mulch to each others’ garden plots, and installed rabbit fencing and compost 
bins.  When the gardens were ready for green goods, seeds were sown and plantings were 
pressed into rich garden compost soil.  Many hours of planning, building, and labor have 
been put into the project and members of the Community Garden Committee are glad to 
see the community garden idea become a reality in their neighborhood. 
"My mother was the one who initially reached out to Park and Rec to start the process 
for adding the garden to our community.  Now that the garden is a reality our plot 
is representation of love, my mother-in-law planted our first seeds, my mother provided 
plants grown in her own garden, and a neighbor filled our remaining space with their 
extra broccoli plants,” says Michele Davis, Community Garden Committee 
member. “Next year I am anxious to get my newborn involved in the garden, too!  
Additionally, I look forward to seeing the garden continue to grow as more and more 



people get involved either by planting a plot or just coming down to share in a 
conversation across the fence."  
 
The existing amenities in Third Ward – principally Bank of America Stadium, Frazier 
Park, and Gateway Village – have made the neighborhood a popular destination among 
Charlotteans in recent years.  The impending construction of Romare Bearden Park, 
Knights Stadium, and the Wachovia Office and Cultural Campus will further transform 
this quadrant of Center City.  
 
While the development is exciting for residents across Charlotte, the Third Ward 
community will experience it most deeply. “Third Ward is a model neighborhood,” says 
John Schwaller, president of the Third Ward Neighborhood Association. “The people 
here represent a wide cross-section of ages, backgrounds, and economic means, living 
together in a stable urban environment.  Lifestyles range from multigenerational single-
family homes to singles in modern high-rise condominiums.  The Community Garden 
builds on our shared identity as Third Ward residents.” 
 
 
Information: 
www.third-ward.org 
www.charlottecentercity.org 
 
 
 


